
Othello	quotation	practice	grid.	
4.			‘He	takes	her	by	the	palm.	Ay,	well	said,	whisper!	With	as	little	a	web	as	this	will	I	

ensnare	as	great	a	fly	as	Cassio.’	II	I	165-7.	
	

1. At what point in the play is this said? Explain 
the context. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2. What does it show about Iago that he uses 
the words ‘web’ and ‘fly’? 

3. ‘I will gyve thee in thine own courtship’. This is said a 
couple of sentences later. What does ‘gyve’ mean, and 
how does it fit into what Iago is saying? 

4. A few lines later, Othello arrives and (fill in the 
missing words) says: ‘If it were now to ???, / 
‘Twere now to be most ???.’	
	
	
	
	
	
	

5. By this stage, what ‘web’ has Iago decided to weave? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          

6. About 30 lines after this moment, Iago and 
Roderigo have a conversation. What is it about? 
 
 
 
 
	

7. At the end of this scene, II I, for the first time we hear what is in Iago’s head. Give a brief account of the 
key ideas of that soliloquy.	
 
 
 
 
 
	

	


