
Othello	quotation	practice	grid.	
9.			‘Let	husbands	know	/	Their	wives	have	sense	like	them.	They	see,	and	smell,	/	And	

have	their	palates	both	for	sweet	and	sour,	/	As	husbands	have.’	IV	iii	98-101	
	

1. When does Emilia say these words? What is 
the context? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2. What does Desdemona mean when she 
says a little earlier, ‘Wouldst’ thou do such a 
deed for all the world’? 

3. And what is Emilia’s response to that question (2)? 

4. Complete this quotation a little later: ‘Then let 
them use us well; else let them know, / The ills 
we do, their ills ?????? us so.’	
	
	
	
	
	
	

5. Summarise what you see as the difference between Emilia and Desdemona in terms of their perceptions 
of men. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          

6. How does Desdemona respond to Emilia’s 
statement in (4) above? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

7. How is Venetian society portrayed in terms of its attitudes to women, during the course of the play?	
 
 
 
 
 
	

	


