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Put these scenes in chronological order:

a) The murders of the Macduff family.

b) The cauldron scene with the witches.

c) Lennox and a Lord talk about the state of 
Scotland. 
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My Sixth Year

ABC 5%
ACB -
BAC 55%
BCA 33%
CAB -
CBA 5%



4

C - B - A 

c) Lennox and a Lord talk about the state of 
Scotland. III vi

b) The cauldron scene with the witches. IV i

a) The murders of the Macduff family. IV ii
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The Plan

● The rationale.
● Revising and thinking -

○ Flashcards.
○ Quotation retrieval grids.
○ Sequence grids.
○ Brain dumps.
○ Swiss Army Knife quotations.
○ Blackout words.
○ More.

● Further reading: recommendations.
○ Online resources.
○ Good books.
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Daniel Willingham
Memory is the residue of thought.

Mary Myatt
High challenge, low threat.
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The rationale

● Elastic exercises. Time flexibility. Little and often.
● Spaced. Every now and then after study has finished.
● Does this help my student/s think about the play?
● Hard thinking is effective.
● Classroom: probing questions. 
● Rich discussions.
● Think comparatively.
● Intellectual fitness.
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Barbara Oakley



12



13



14

www.learningscientists.org
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Flashcards

● Paper/Index cards (Leitner system).
● Quizlet: class sets, and students’ own ones.
● Others: Anki / IDoRecall  / Kahoot! / Quizizz / Nearpod / Peardeck for 

Google Slides etc.
● Reverse side: notes, connections, prompts for thinking.

● Quizlet: ‘This series is for revision/retrieval practice, and generating 
thoughts on key ideas and characters in the play. Fill in the missing 
word, and then think about the significance of the quotation, before 
looking at the reverse. Doing it with a partner can be useful too.’
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Flashcards
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Quotation retrieval grids
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Quotation retrieval grids

● Pair-work, but still can be used independently.
● 15-20 minutes in class, followed by whole class discussion & 

probing questions.
○ key vocabulary.
○ context.
○ finish statements.
○ wider themes and characters.
○ opinions.

● Checking for understanding.
● Focus on key moments and ideas.
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Sequence grids

● Pair work ideally, but works with individuals.
● Testing of sequence knowledge. Secure? Alleviate cognitive load.
● Freeing up ability to think and connect.
● Consequences are central to this play.
● Embedding mental map of the play.
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Swiss Army Knife (exploding) quotations

A little water clears us of this deed.

Probing questions:

● If you had to highlight one word only, what, and why?
● Why does the character say this? 
● Does she believe it?
● How is she similar or different to other characters?
● How does this echo anything that has already been said/happened?
● Can you connect anything later in the play to this?
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A little water clears us of this deed.

Lady Macbeth’s certainty v Macbeth’s doubts. ‘Deed’ (do, done): a central 
idea. ‘If it were done, when ‘tis 
done, ‘twere well it were done 
quickly.’ A play in which 
nothing is ever ‘done’.

‘clears us’: Lady M’s 
misplaced confidence and 
complacency. ‘Only look up 
clear / To alter favour is to 
fear: leave all the rest to 
me.’ M wants a ‘clearness’ 
from the murderers of 
Banquo - Fleance.

‘Water’: purity and innocence. But 
the play is drowning in blood. M: 
'Will all great Neptune's ocean 
wash this blood clean from my 
hand?’

‘us’: ‘my dearest partner of 
greatness’. The start of the 
disintegration of ‘us’ which 
ends in the sleepwalking 
scene/her death. Track 
this.

‘Little’: her easy dismissal of 
consequences 
(over-insistent?). Macbeth 
knows this is not possible: ‘If 
the assassination could 
trammel up the 
consequence’.

Look forward to the 
sleepwalking scene: 
rubbing of hands. ‘Yet 
here’s a spot.’
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Blacked out words
Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, 
Till thou applaud the deed. Come, seeling night, 
Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day; 
And with thy bloody and invisible hand 
Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond 
Which keeps me pale! Light thickens; and the crow
Makes wing to the rooky wood: 
Good things of day begin to droop and drowse; 
While night's black agents to their preys do rouse. 
Thou marvell'st at my words: but hold thee still; 
Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill.
So, prithee, go with me.
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Blacked out words
Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, 
Till thou applaud the deed. Come, seeling night, 
Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day; 
And with thy bloody and invisible hand 
Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond 
Which keeps me pale! Light thickens; and the crow
Makes wing to the rooky wood: 
Good things of day begin to droop and drowse; 
While night's black agents to their preys do rouse. 
Thou marvell'st at my words: but hold thee still; 
Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill.
So, prithee, go with me.
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Brain Dumps
● Sheet of A3 paper.
● Choose a scene / theme / character.
● 10-15 minutes.
● Write down everything you know (ideas, connections, 

quotations).
● Then a general share / send back to the book, notes to add more 

(different colour?)
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More
● Modelled / guided opening paragraphs. I - we - you.
● Audio recording.
● Soliloquies - compare performances.
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The Plan

● The rationale.
● Revising and thinking -

○ Flashcards.
○ Quotation retrieval grids.
○ Sequence grids.
○ Brain dumps.
○ Swiss Army Knife quotations.
○ Black out words.
○ More.

● Further reading: recommendations.
○ Online resources.
○ Good books.
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Online resources
(links via next slide)

● www.litdrive.org.uk, including CPD remote sessions (on governance, 
female blood, the Porter, social order, performative gender, theory of evil, 
the unconscious mind and the theory of guilt, an artefact of a plague-ridden 
era, Macduff’s son, agency, seeds & roots, the motif of birds, kingship).

● British Library: teachers’ resource pack by Patrick Cragg.
● The Hamlet podcast with Conor Hanratty.
● Doug Wise: thread of resources.
● Emma Smith podcast from ‘Approaching Shakespeare’.
● Mine: essays, podcasts, audio/video key moments annotated.

http://www.litdrive.org.uk
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www.juliangirdham.com/shakespeare-1
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www.juliangirdham.com/shakespeare-1

@sccenglish

Thank you!

http://www.juliangirdham.com/shakespeare-1

