Guidelines for Leaving Certificate literature essay (Higher Level)
Introduction : 6-10 line ‘mini-essay’ that encapsulates the argument you are about to \present. Leave out detail and quotations.
	checklist
	tick

	I have written out the title/question, and highlighted the key words/phrases.
	

	I have addressed each of these words/phrases in my introductory paragraph.
	

	The marker knows exactly what I am going to argue during my essay.
	


Body of essay:
	Checklist
	tick

	Each paragraph addresses a single topic 
	

	The first sentence of each paragraph leads on from the last sentence of the previous one
	

	Each quotation/reference I have used backs up a point I have made
	

	I have not used any facts/plot which do not back up a point
	

	(narrative) I have not retold the story at any point / (poetry) I have not paraphrased the lines at any point
	

	There is some level of personal engagement with the text
	


Here are some basic questions the marker will ask when looking at your essay:
· Have you consistently answered the question? Are there some parts which are not directed precisely at the question? (P, C).

· Does your opening paragraph address the key terms of the question as a clear overview? (P)

· Is your essay coherently structured, with each paragraph leading logically on from the previous one, and a strong conclusion? (C).

· What is the quality of your depth of thought about the text(s)? (P)
· How well do you know the text(s), and how effectively and precisely do you use evidence to back up your points? (P, C)
· What is the quality of your English sentence by sentence – vocabulary, syntax, grammar, spelling? (L, M)
Sentences selected from the main body of the essay (excluding introduction and conclusion) that form the core argument you have made. Highlight them first, then re-write them below (you don’t have to use 12).
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