
Hamlet	quotation	practice	grid.	
10.				‘O	Gertrude,	Gertrude,	/	When	sorrows	come,	they	come	not	single	spies	/	But	in	

battalions.’	IV	iv.	
	

1. What has just happened before Claudius 
speaks?	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2. In what ways are sorrows coming ‘in battalions’ right now? Claudius lists 4 things… Can you get all four? 
Does he leave anything out? 
	
	
                                                         	
	

4. Complete this quotation from immediately 
before: ‘O this is the poison of deep grief: it 
springs all ?????’ Where else in the play do we 
see ‘poison’?	
	
	
	
	
	

5. Where is the irony in what Claudius says? 6.  Immediately after Claudius’s words a messenger 
rushes in: what is his announcement? 

7. This is at the end of this scene: complete the 
quotation, and comment on it: ‘Where th’offence 
is, ????’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         	

8. Where else in the play do we see instances of things happening out of control?	
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

	


