
Macbeth	quotation	practice	grid.	
9.			‘From	this	moment	/	The	very	firstlings	of	my	heart	shall	be	/	The	firstlings	of	my	

hand.’	IV	i	159-161.	
	

1. What has just happened which prompts 
Macbeth to say this? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2. Explain in your own words in one or two 
sentences what this statement means. 

3. Complete this quotation just before the statement: ‘The 
flighty purpose never is o’ertook / Unless the ?????? 
????.’ 

4.  By this stage of the play, summarise how you think Macbeth’s character/behaviour have 
changed, and what sort of man he is now.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

5. Think of two other references to hands in the play. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          

6. What happens in the scene immediately after 
this one? 
 
 
 
 
 
	

7. Why do you think Macbeth engages with and trusts the witches?	
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

	


